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1.0 POLICY STATEMENT

Gosport Borough Council is committed to providing effective tree 
management to ensure trees under its control are maintained in a safe 
condition and where reasonable and practical abate any actionable nuisance.

The Council will co-ordinate its tree management procedures so they are fair, 
clear and undertaken in accordance with best practice and this policy.

2.0 INTRODUCTION

2.1 Gosport Borough Council’s trees and woodland areas are a valuable resource 
and this policy sets out how we will effectively manage and protect this 
resource.  

2.2 Apart from the visual impact trees can offer, there are many more 
environmental and social benefits that trees provide including:

 The removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.
 Release of oxygen.
 Roots bind soil improving ground stability and preventing soil erosion.
 Provision of valuable wildlife habitat.
 Creation of shade.
 Screening.
 Noise reduction.
 Provide privacy and seclusion.

2.3 This policy will provide practical advantages which include:

 A consistent and fair approach in response to customer enquiries.
 Effective management of the Borough’s tree stock.

3.0 PURPOSE, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3.1 The overall aims and objectives of this policy are to ensure the safety of 
Gosport Borough Council’s tree stock, maintain and encourage biodiversity 
and to maintain and improve upon landscape quality. 
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3.2 It is the Council’s aim to provide a greener environment through the delivery 
of this policy and this will be achieved by the following methods:

 Maintaining and improving the tree cover within the Borough for the 
future.

 Encouraging the conservation, positive management and the 
appropriate planting of trees throughout the Borough.

 Recognising the significant aesthetic, landmark, ecological, cultural and 
historic value trees can provide.

 Effectively communicating and engaging with the local community so 
they recognise the importance of trees within the Borough.

 Moving towards the proactive management of Council trees rather than 
ongoing reactive management.

 Providing clarity over why decisions and actions are taken and 
ensuring that all decisions are transparent.

 Balancing the risk and nuisance to persons and/or property against the 
aesthetic appearance of our parks and open spaces.

4.0 SCOPE AND DEFINITION

4.1 The policy covers trees which are maintained by the local authority located on 
Gosport Borough Council owned land including parks, cemeteries, housing 
estates and GBC housing scheme communal gardens / open spaces etc

4.2 This policy does not include trees located within Gosport Borough Council 
housing tenant’s gardens.  Trees in these locations are deemed the tenants 
responsibility under their individual tenancy agreements

4.3 This policy does not include trees located on Hampshire County Council land 
including adjacent the highway whether in grass verges or tree pits.  Trees in 
these locations are the responsibility of Hampshire County Council.

4.4 The policy should be understood, observed and followed by the Arboricultural 
Officers responsible for the day to day management and safety of trees under 
the councils control and in general by officers and staff within the Streetscene, 
Landscape Management Team.

5.0 RELATIONSHIP TO COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN

5.1 The Council’s aim through the delivery of this policy is to improve the quality 
of everyone’s life by providing a greener, safer and sustainable future for the 
boroughs tree stock in accordance with the Corporate Plan
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6.0 PROTECTED TREES

6.1 Gosport Borough Council has, under the provisions of Section 197 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, a duty to protect selected trees and 
woodlands in the interest of amenity.  Whilst the Act does not define ‘amenity’ 
the Government guidance states that Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) 
should be used to protect selected trees and woodlands if their removal were 
to have a significant impact on the local environment and its enjoyment by the 
public.  As the Council is looking to protect trees and woodland on behalf of 
the public, they should be of some public benefit.  Other factors such as 
ecological, cultural and historical value of the tree(s) may also be taken into 
account.

6.2 The Act also provides local authorities with the powers to vary and revoke 
TPO’s and government advice states that local authorities should keep their 
TPO’s under review making full use of their variation and revocation powers.  
It also advises Local Authorities to develop methods of assessing the amenity 
value of trees in a structured and consistent manner.

6.3 The Authority’s consent must be obtained prior to any work being carried out 
to trees that are protected by a TPO.  Certain exemptions do apply, such as in 
the case of dead, dying or dangerous trees and where trees obstruct the 
highway.

6.4 When undertaking work to a tree under the dead, dying or diseased heading it 
is important that evidence is obtained prior to any work being carried out so 
that the owner/contractor can prove why work was required without formal 
consent being obtained.  The Council’s Arboricultural Officer should be 
informed where possible prior to such works so that they may notify the 
planning office on such issues.

6.5 Anyone may apply for TPO consent and whenever the Authority refuses 
consent or grants consent subject to conditions, the applicant has the right to 
appeal to the Secretary of State through their regional Government Office.

6.6 Applications for TPO consent will be determined on their own merits, in the 
light of the amenity value of the tree(s), the reasons put forward for the 
application and any other material considerations.  A site inspection by an 
appropriately qualified and experienced arboricultural officer will be carried out 
before any decision is made on an application.
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7.0 TREES IN CONSERVATION AREAS

7.1 The law relating to conservation areas is in Part II of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  Conservation areas are areas 
of special architectural or historical interest the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.  Such areas are designated by 
the local planning authority and are often, though not always, centred on listed 
buildings.  Other buildings and landscape features, including trees, may also 
contribute to the special character of a conservation area.

7.2 Formal notification is required by the local authority planning office prior to any 
work being undertaken to trees within a conservation area.  All notifications of 
proposed works to trees within a conservation area are determined on their 
own merits in the light of the amenity value of the trees, the stated reason for 
the proposal and any other material consideration.

8.0 SUBSIDENCE

8.1 Subsidence is a complex interaction between the soil, building, climate and 
vegetation which occurs on highly shrinkable clay soils when the soil 
supporting all or part of a foundation dries out and shrinks resulting in part of a 
building moving in a downward direction.  This policy seeks to set out the 
Council’s response to subsidence claims against its own trees and 
subsidence related applications to undertake work to protected trees.

8.2 Whilst the Council recognises its responsibilities for the trees it manages, it 
will expect any claim against its own trees to be supported by sufficient 
evidence to show that the tree(s) in question is a contributing factor in the 
subsidence.  Where an application is received to work on a protected tree the 
Council will similarly expect to receive sufficient supporting evidence to show 
that the trees(s) in question is a contributing factor in the subsidence. Where 
sufficient evidence is provided, permission to remove will not unreasonably be 
withheld.  The Council will obtain expert specialist advice to verify submitted 
evidence as necessary.

8.3 Where a council owned or protected tree is alleged to be causing damage to a 
building the council will normally agree to or permit the removal of the tree 
provided that:

 Sufficient evidence is available to demonstrate that on the balance of 
probabilities the tree is an influencing and effective cause.

 The removal of the tree is necessary to deal with the problem or where 
pruning/reduction would effectively destroy the public amenity value of 
the tree.

 The removal of the tree can be carried out without contravening wildlife 
legislation.
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8.4 The Council will not normally subject its trees to a regular cycle of heavy 
pruning to deal with suspected subsidence damage.  Instead it would usually 
where appropriate opt for removal and replacement planting in an appropriate 
position with an alternative species that will not cause future subsidence 
related problems

9.0 MANAGEMENT OF COUNCIL OWNED TREES

9.1 The Council is responsible for in excess of 30,000 .trees throughout the 
Borough.

9.2 Council owned trees referred to in this policy include those that are located in 
parks, open spaces, recreation grounds, allotment sites, cemeteries, car 
parks and GBC housing areas including sheltered schemes

9.3 It should be noted that much of Gosport’s tree planting took place in the 
1960s and 1970s with the planting of a large number of trees which were easy 
to grow and readily available at that time in the quantities required.  This 
resulted in a limited number of species being utilised and in some instances 
leaves an aging tree stock for the planting positions used. 

9.4 Management decisions are made in the context of the wider benefit of the 
trees to the general public and wildlife conservation.  Tree works will be 
evaluated primarily in relation to the assessment of risk posed, visual amenity 
and environmental benefits offered.

9.5 The Council will continue with a programme of maintenance to reduce 
avoidable risks and issues such as;

 Vehicle and Pedestrian collision.
 The removal of identifiable risks.
 The formative pruning of young trees throughout their establishment 

period to encourage good structure and crown formation.
 The removal of or pruning of trees where its relationship to property 

causes excessive problems or significantly affecting quality of life.

9.6 Works to trees outside the programmed maintenance plan will only be 
undertaken where trees are clearly identified as being a hazard i.e. they are:

 Unsafe.
 Causing an obstruction to public foot paths, roads or
 Damaging property.
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10.0 TREE REMOVAL

10.1 Gosport Borough Council recognises its need to preserve the existing tree 
cover with the Borough of Gosport. There will however be occasions where 
tree removal is justified and appropriate.  This policy sets out the situations 
where tree removal may be carried out.

10.2 The removal of a tree will normally only be undertaken as a last resort if one 
or more of the following apply:

a) The tree is causing damage to a building and the criteria set out under the 
management of trees are met.

b) The tree is in a hazardous condition and removal is the only satisfactory 
way to remedy the situation.

c) The removal of the tree would be in the interest of good silvicultural or 
arboricultural management and/or would benefit the long term 
development of adjacent better quality trees, or the amenity of the 
surroundings.

10.3 Examples of some sound arboricultural reasons for the removal of trees may 
include the following, where pruning will not provide an effective solution:

 Trees in physical contact with fences, buildings and other 
infrastructure.

 Trees that obstruct or overhang the public highway or a public right of 
way.

 Trees that are causing a legal (actionable) nuisance to an adjoining 
property.

 Trees obstructing traffic sight lines, access, signage and street lighting.
 Coppicing, thinning and any other similar operations being undertaken 

as part of an approved management plan to maintain woodland and 
promote good arboricultural practice.

11.0 TREE PRUNING

11.1 From time to time trees may require pruning to assist in their being retained in 
a safe and healthy condition.  This policy seeks to set out the situations where 
pruning may be undertaken in order to balance the needs of an individual with 
the public amenity that trees provide.

11.2 Appropriate levels of pruning/tree work vary according to species, 
characteristics, age, condition, location, previous management and the nature 
of any associated issue.  The most common levels of pruning/tree work that 
would be carried out are as set out below:
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11.2.1 Formative Pruning - Pruning undertaken early in the tree’s life, to encourage 
good crown structure/form and to produce a mature tree which is free from 
major structural weaknesses in the future.

11.2.2 Crown Lifting – The removal of lower branches of the trees crown to ensure 
minimum clearance from ground level of 3.0m over footpaths & soft 
landscapes and 5.3m over the public highway.  This can be achieved by the 
removal of either complete branches, or parts of branches which extend 
below the desired clearance level.

11.2.3 Crown Reduction – This is the reduction of a tree’s crown carried out by 
pruning back to side branches or buds to retain a flowing branch line.  Ideally 
crown reduction is a once-only operation to bring a tree into a desirable 
condition or shape.  Regular crown reduction can be harmful to the tree, and 
new growth from the pruning points has a weakened attachment to the tree 
(secondary growth being weaker than primary growth), so resulting in a 
potential hazard.

11.2.4 Crown Thinning and/or Crown Cleaning – The removal of secondary, small, 
crossing, rubbing, weak, duplicated, dead and damaged branches throughout 
the crown (up to a maximum 15% of the original foliage), to leave an even 
density of foliage within the crown.  Crown thinning can stimulate the growth 
of new shoots, and a dense crown will frequently redevelop after work of this 
type.

11.2.5 Pollarding – The removal of some or all of the larger limbs, with the aim of 
adding length to the life of the tree, and producing new growth from pruning 
points.  Only trees that have a history of pollarding as a management regime 
will continue to be managed in this way as the size of pruning wounds can 
initiate serious decay. 

11.2.6 Pruning will only normally be considered where one or more of the following                 
conditions apply:

a) The work is required to reduce an unacceptable risk to health and safety.
b) The work is required to prevent direct physical damage to buildings.
c) The work accords with latest version of British Standard BS3998.
d) The work will not adversely affect the tree’s amenity value.
e) The work is necessary to improve the growth of adjacent, better quality 

trees.
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11.3 Situations where tree pruning may be appropriate include:

 Trees in physical contact with buildings, fences and other 
infrastructure.

 Trees growing close to or across a neighbouring boundary.
 Trees that obstruct or overhang the public highway or a public right of 

way.
 Trees causing a legal nuisance to an adjoining property.
 Trees that obstruct traffic sight lines, access, CCTV, signage and street 

lighting.
 Young trees requiring formative pruning to encourage good form and 

structure.
 Removal of hazards such as dead, diseased material, broken 

branches, storm damage to make trees safe or to reshape/balance the 
crown.

11.4 Minor nuisances caused by trees will only merit remedial action if no 
alternative measures can be taken to alleviate the situation.

11.5 Work on trees that pose a direct risk to health and safety is the priority of the 
council and would be addressed before ‘good neighbourly’ issues such as 
pruning of overhanging trees etc.

11.6 The Council will not normally undertake pruning that may be detrimental to the 
health, form or vigour of trees within its management.  However, reasonable 
measures will be taken where appropriate to ensure that our trees do not 
pose any significant adverse effects on neighbouring property.  The merits of 
each particular case will be considered, and a decision will be made based on 
individual circumstances.

11.7 In addition to these criteria, the following guidance applies for particular issues 
common when trees are situated in proximity to dwellings:

a) Light – Operations to solely improve the availability of light can be large 
undertakings and commitments, and sustainable solutions are difficult to 
implement.  For these reasons only in exceptional circumstances will the 
council consider pruning trees to improve the availability of light.

b) Height – There is no maximum height to which the Council allows its 
trees to attain, unless there is a reason to control the size and natural 
growth characteristics in order to reduce an unacceptable risk to health 
and safety.  Wherever possible, Council – owned trees will be left to 
attain their natural size, shape and form.
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c) View – It is very rare for there to exist a right in law to a view, and a view 
obstructed by the growth of trees cannot be recognised or regarded as a 
legal nuisance.  Therefore the Council will not normally consider tree 
works to solely improve the view from a property and / or area.

d) TV/Radio Reception – There is no legal right to uninterrupted television 
or other reception.  Impaired reception due to perceived interference 
from trees will only merit remedial pruning where engineering solutions 
have been implemented, the work required is constant with good 
arboricultural practice, and will not adversely affect the amenity or health 
of the tree, and where current financial constraints allow.

e) Seeds, Leaves and Fruit – Leaves, seeds and fruit are carried on the 
wind and are largely out of the control of the Council, therefore pruning 
work will not normally be considered based solely on problems arising 
from their seasonal fall.  The fall of leaves, seeds and fruit from trees can 
cause frustration, though it is widely accepted that this is an unavoidable 
problem which occurs together with the many benefits associated with 
living in the proximity of trees.

f) Seasonal/Natural Phenomena – The Council will not normally consider 
tree work solely to alleviate problems caused by natural and / or 
seasonal phenomena – For example:

 Leaves, fruit, bird droppings, sap or blossom.
 Reduction or increase of moisture to gardens.
 Leaves in gutters, drains or flat roofs.
 Algae or moss on surfaces.
 Allergies caused / exacerbated by trees.
 Toxicity.

g) Solar Panel Arrays – There is no legal requirement to prevent or negate the 
shading of solar arrays by trees and this is not a legal ‘nuisance’ as defined in 
law. The Council will not normally consider tree work solely to alleviate issues 
relating to solar panel arrays. The planned installation or presence of an 
existing array on either a homeowner or third party property is no justification 
for the excessive reduction or removal of a protected tree and consent for 
such would not be granted by the Local Planning Authority.
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h) Allergies – With wind borne pollen and scent it is difficult to determine where 
the origin for the trigger to an allergic reaction originates. As it is difficult to 
determine the cause of an allergic reaction and with the variety of vegetation 
in the environment it is sometimes not realistic or feasible to undertake tree 
removal or pruning that would significantly alleviate the symptoms.  The 
Council will not normally prune or remove trees to address unsubstantiated 
allergic reactions.

i) Adjacent Buildings – Where council trees are adjacent to buildings the council 
will endeavour to maintain a branch clearance of up to 1.5 to 2.0m to prevent 
tree branches damaging the building, for instance dislodged roof tiles.  
Branches outside the 1.5 to 2.0m distance will normally be retained, including 
branches which overhang a property, i.e. above a roof.

11.8 The Council will consider the future impact that any new planting will have 
upon its surroundings, and the species/location would be selected in order to 
avoid the potential for future conflict arising from the factors outlined above.

12.0 REACTIVE STRATEGY 

12.1 The Council will endeavour to provide an acknowledgement to tree enquiries 
from the public within 5 working days of receipt, and where required an 
inspection within ten working days, followed by a full response.  In cases of an 
urgent nature the tree will be inspected as soon as practical.
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12.2 The Council will continue to endeavour to undertake work on trees under its 
responsibility according to its assigned priority, detailed below:

PRIORITY RESPONSE DESCRIPTION

0 5 Working 
days

EMERGENCY - tree work requiring an immediate 
response to remove a hazard – Access to tree 
location may be restricted until works are 
completed.

1 Within 12 
weeks

ESSENTIAL - tree work associated with mitigation 
of a danger.  The council will endeavour to ensure 
works are undertaken within 12 weeks of 
inspection.

2 Within 6 
months

DESIRABLE - tree work associated with the 
mitigation of a nuisance such as branches 
brushing against buildings in normal wind 
conditions.  The council will endeavour to ensure 
works are undertaken within 6 months of 
inspection

3 12 months

NON-ESSENTIAL MAINTENANCE -  work 
including cyclical pruning, cultural pruning and 
pollarding where work is required to be undertaken 
at the appropriate time of year to ensure the long 
term health of the tree.

4 Officer 
Discretion

NON ESSENTIAL & NON DESIRABLE – tree 
work in this category will be reviewed on an annual 
basis and may be undertaken subject to budget / 
funding availability

13.0 REMEDIAL TREE WORK

13.1 The Council will prune and remove trees based on the Council’s legal 
obligations as a land owner and manager of trees and the financial resources 
available.

13.2 There is a presumption against the removal of trees, which are healthy, but 
subject to complaint, unless the basis of the complaint has an overriding 
justification and no alternative management practice can be implemented.
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DETAILS ACTION PRIORITY NOTES

Emergency Tree 
work - Tree is an 
immediate threat 
to public or 
property

Inspection to be undertaken within 
two hours following which;

Whole or part of tree removed to 
“make safe” where appropriate

If necessary area closed to public 
or public evacuated until tree is 
made safe

0

Officer usually 
notified by 
Streetscene 
admin, police or 
Hampshire 
County Council 
Highways.

Dangerous Tree - 
Whole or part of 
tree represents a 
threat to the public 
or property

Tree to be removed or pruned to 
mitigate danger 0 or 1

Priority 
dependant on 
severity of 
threat / fault

Dangerous Tree 
on Private Land

GBC will only become involved 
where there is an imminent danger 
to persons and/or property on 
Council owned land and the private 
landowner is unavailable or 
refuses to undertake the work

Tree owner will be advised on the 
severity of the problem and on the 
recommended remedial works 
required to make the tree safe

If no action taken after consultation 
with landowner (if available) GBC 
may undertake the felling or 
pruning of the tree, whichever is 
the minimum requirement to make 
the tree safe and seek to recover 
costs from the landowner

In extreme circumstances if there 
is an imminent danger to persons 
and/or property GBC may take 
action to remove the risk without 
consulting the landowner

1
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DETAILS ACTION PRIORITY NOTES

Tree overhangs 
neighbouring 
property

Neighbour may prune back tree to 
boundary line or if overhang is 
below 3m, Officer inspecting will 
prioritise accordingly

2 or 3

Priority 
dependant on 
severity of 
problem and 
action required

Tree is touching 
building

GBC will prune tree to minimum of 
2m from building 2 or 3

Priority 
dependant on 
severity of 
problem and 
action required

Obstruction of 
roads, cycle ways, 
footways or street 
furniture

GBC will carry out crown lifting or 
crown reduction work to the tree to 
provide minimum clearance over 
carriageways of 5.3m and 3.0m 
over soft landscapes and footways 
where practical

1

Tree blocking light 
to property

GBC will assess using the tree 
shading methodology contained 
within this policy

If eligible, crown reduction, crown 
thinning or crown lifting works will 
be undertaken

2 or 3

Priority 
dependent on 
severity of 
problem and 
action required

Tree is blocking 
TV and Radio 
reception

Evidence required that every effort 
has been made to resolve the 
situation by engineering solutions.

Work will only be undertaken if it 
can be undertaken in accordance 
with good arboricultural practice 
and will not unduly affect the 
amenity value or health of the tree

The work required can be 
executed within the financial 
resources available

2 or 3

Priority 
dependant on 
severity of 
problem and 
action required
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DETAILS ACTION PRIORITY NOTES

Tree is causing a 
nuisance:

 Falling leaves, 
sap, fruit, nuts, 
bird deposits, 
blossom and 
seasonal debris

 Reduction or 
increase in 
moisture to 
gardens

 Suckers or 
germinating 
seedlings in 
gardens

 Leaves  falling 
into gutter, drains 
or flat roofs

 The build-up of 
algae on fences, 
paths or other 
structures

No action possible

Tree is damaging 
overhead power 
cables

GBC to notify power supplier of 
obstruction

Power supplier may clear line as 
part of ongoing clearance 
programme

Where GBC are carrying out works 
to trees, every effort will be made 
to provide statutory clearance from 
power lines

4
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DETAILS ACTION PRIORITY NOTES

High Hedges

Hedges on Council Land – GBC 
will take action to prune hedge in 
accordance with Landscape 
Management Contract

All enquiries relating to trees on 
private land will be passed to GBC 
Planning Team for action

4

Cyclical Pruning

Where GBC determine that cyclical 
pruning is required, works will be 
undertaken in the next available 
season if possible, depending on 
severity of problem and availability 
of resources and budgets

3

Subject to 
budget 
availability

Frequency – 3-6 
years 
depending on 
circumstances

Dead or trees 
vandalised beyond 
saving

Trees will be removed and location 
of failed tree will be records and 
new tree planted where 
appropriate

3

Subject to 
budget 
availability and 
statutory 
services checks

14.0 QUALITY OF TREE WORK

14.1 Gosport Borough Council utilise the services of suitably qualified and insured 
external arboricultural contractors to undertake tree work on its behalf.

14.2 The work on Council trees is to be undertaken to the highest possible 
standard in order to best protect the health of the trees and public safety 
whilst operations are being undertaken.

14.3 Approved arboricultural contractors are required to be members of the 
Council’s accredited suppliers list and to undertake tree works in accordance 
with the latest version of British Standard BS3998 ‘Recommendations for Tree 
Work’.

14.4. Work will normally be inspected by the Council’s Arboricultural Officer to 
ensure compliance with the above recommendations with post works 
inspections being undertaken to ensure completed works are to standard.

14.5 All contractors are required to undertake their own risk assessments prior to 
commencing work.
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15.0 TREE INSPECTION PROGRAMME

15.1 The risk to persons and or property posed by trees on Council land is 
considerable and as such the Council is to implement measures to reduce this 
risk and provide a robust defence with regard to claims for damage caused by 
Council trees against the Council.

15.2 The aim of the Council is to introduce a pro-active programme of tree 
inspections for trees under its management.  The programme will identify sites 
of high, medium and low usage and specify a regular programme of 
inspections appropriate to each individual site.

15.3 Maintenance work will be prioritised accordingly using the table shown in 
Policy 6 with an effective method of managing risk.

16.0 TREE PLANTING

16.1 New tree planting can open up opportunities to increase diversity, restore or 
improve upon the local landscape character or to introduce trees of a different 
age class to that which already exists.  When planting trees close to gardens, 
boundaries, buildings and dwellings, consideration will be taken to identify 
whether there is enough physical space to allow the tree to establish and 
flourish without causing excessive shading or physical problems.  Similar 
considerations will also need to be given when planting trees close to 
structures such as footpaths, roads, street lights and existing vegetation.

16.2 Where trees that have been implicated in subsidence claims or damage to 
property are removed, it may not be appropriate to plant replacement trees of 
the same species, especially so where implicated trees are of a large high 
water demanding species.  In such cases it may be prudent to consider 
smaller trees more appropriate for the site conditions or not to provide 
replacement planting in the immediate locations.

16.3 To help maintain a continuity of tree cover, the Council will undertake the 
planting of new trees on land it manages where suitable opportunities arise.  
Where the Council removes trees it will plant replacements when and where 
appropriate to do so.
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16.4 In identifying whether it is appropriate to plant a new or replacement tree on 
Council land, the Council will take into account the following considerations:

 Will the new/replacement tree be of public benefit?
 Is there sufficient physical space for a new tree to establish and flourish 

without causing future problems?
 Is there a deficit of younger trees within the vicinity?
 Was the removed tree part of a local feature?
 What species add to local distinctiveness and are suitable for the local 

landscape character?

Requests for tree planting will be judged on individual merit, and decisions will 
reflect the collective interests of surrounding residents should resources allow, 
taking into account the site characteristics.  It will also be dependent on 
available budgets.

16.5 The Council will actively seek opportunities to create new tree planting 
schemes within the borough and identify suitable species for individual sites 
taking into consideration the current and future use of the land whilst providing 
a sustainable approach in terms of bio-diversity.

16.6 The Council will actively encourage external contributions to tree planting from 
local individuals and community groups including schools etc with the 
potential for a percentage of match-funding by the authority. Schemes such 
as the Woodland Trust “Free trees for schools and communities” would be 
investigated to maximise the potential for community involvement of planting 
schemes within the borough

17.0 DANGEROUS TREES IN PRIVATE OWNERSHIP

17.1 The Council has discretionary powers under the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to deal with trees in private ownership 
which pose an imminent danger to persons and/or property on Council owned 
land.  This legislation only allows Councils to become involved with trees that 
pose an imminent danger to persons and/or property.  It does not enable the 
Council to become involved in private trees causing a nuisance to a 
neighbouring property by causing shade, blocking views or dropping leaves, 
flowers or fruit etc.

17.2 The Council will undertake work to remove a danger arising from privately 
owned trees only as a last resort as set out in the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

18.0 ARBORICULTURAL ADVICE AND INFORMATION

18.1 Gosport Borough Council recognises the requirement to raise awareness of 
tree related issues, one way of achieving this is to provide a range of easy to 
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understand and relevant arboricultural advice to assist in answering frequently 
asked questions.

18.2 The advice will be produced in both written and electronic format to ensure it 
is readily available and will be regularly updated.

18.3 The Arboricultural team within Streetscene Landscape Management will 
endeavour to ensure Gosport Borough Council’s website in relation to 
Arboricultural issues is up to date and provides easy to understand 
information including information relating to frequently asked questions 
(FAQ’s) 

18.4 In addition to written advice, the Council will continue to provide verbal 
arboricultural advice but is unable to provide full advisory services to private 
individuals.

18.5 Pre-application advice will continue to be provided for people wishing to 
submit a planning application to undertake works to protected trees (tree 
preservation order applications or notification of intent for trees situated within 
a conservation area)

19.0 MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS

19.1 Customer and public feedback on services covered within this policy will be 
monitored and reviewed by the Council’s Head of Streetscene and the 
Arboricultural Officer to help ensure transparency and fairness in delivering 
the services contained within it.  

20.0 REVIEW PROCESS

20.1 To ensure this policy remains relevant and complies with current legislation, 
the policy will be reviewed on a bi- annual basis.  Where major changes in 
legislation or guidelines occur, then interim reviews will be undertaken 
accordingly.


